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Scioto County Developmental Disabilities Board Meeting 

@ Carousel Center Conference Room 

Thursday, February 20, 2025 at 5:00 PM 

Minutes 

 

1. Prayer & Pledge:  Cindy Gibson offered the prayer and Jon Peters led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

2. Roll Call:  Present were Vice President Anthony Mantell, Recording Secretary Cindy 

Gibson, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Ellen Murray, Jon Peters and William Adams. 

President Michael Arnett was absent and excused.  

 

3. Agenda:  The agenda was revised to include new item “D” Discuss/Vote on revised 

Policy 5.03 - Early Childhood Programs under item #10 New Business.  The Board 

received the revised agenda and the policy at the Board meeting. Purcell requested an 

additional item be added under #10 New Business as (E) School Calendar.  There were 

no objections  

 

4.  Minutes:  Discuss/Vote on Special Board Minutes for the purpose of conducting 

organizational business and Special Board Minutes for the purpose of conducting regular 

business from 1/16/25.   A motion to approve the Minutes was made by Buckler-Callihan 

and seconded by Peters. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

5.  Expenses and Fiscal Report:  Finance Director Steve Sowkulech reporting 

 Sowkulech reported the year-to-date beginning cash balance as of 1-31-25 was 

approximately $4.1 million.  Following revenue and expenditures the ending balance was 

$2,906,110.83. It was noted the next tax drop typically happens in March.  Gibson made 

the motion to approve the written and oral report and it was seconded by Adams. The 

motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

6.  Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Matt Purcell reporting, Purcell reviewed the 

following with the Board: 

 State Budget updates: 

• Going from last biennium to this biennium, the DoDD line item has remained 

held harmless. Last biennium included $61 million from ARPA and the Governor 

was able to supplant those dollars with GRF dollars.  

• Language surrounding Developmental Center admissions is being revised to give 

Director of DoDD some flexibility in how much these centers can charge county 

Boards on two levels - overall and case by case - allowing county Boards who 

may be struggling financially to pay a lesser amount than those financially stable.  

• DCY budget increased dollars for Early Childhood in the DD system. Fiscal year 

2026 will see EI line item increase by $7.2 million and will increase again to $9 

million in fiscal year 2027. These increases are to be used for evaluations and 

assessments, freeing up local dollars to be used for EC services provisions.  
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The VRS building will be closed on 2/28/25 so the gas meter can be replaced. Employees 

will work remotely   

 

A spreadsheet was provided to the Board regarding legislative matters affecting the field 

of DD in Ohio. The grid lists the Bill Number, Short Title, Status, Potential Impact, and 

OACB Position on the Bill. Purcell noted HB 28 which would eliminate the opportunity 

to put levy replacements on ballots as a funding option for County Boards, is again being 

considered but is now a stand-alone bill. It was also noted the Association does not 

support this bill and is currently working with Legislators expressing their stance. The 

Board will receive future updated spreadsheets as they become available.  

 

7.  Program Reports:  Mantell thanked the Directors for providing their reports to the 

Board. It was noted in Program Director Tammy Guthrie’s report that clarification for 

determining the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) for students interested in attending 

VRS and the process to enroll is under internal review. Also under review is the method 

used to compile information regarding student names and communication about possible 

students. Purcell and Guthrie are working to put together an updated procedure which 

should be presented to the Board in March. SSA Director Chad Phipps reported the pre-

accreditation review with MEORC went well and a plan of correction is being developed 

to eliminate any noted issues. 

  

8. Committee Reports: Ethics Council, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Chair.  The Council met 

at 4:45 P.M. prior to meeting to discuss contracts affecting 16 individuals and family 

members. As there were no known conflicts, Buckler-Callihan made the motion to 

approve the contracts and it was seconded by Gibson. The motion carried in a unanimous 

roll call vote. 

   

  

9. Old Business: None  

 

10. New Business: 

A. Discuss/Vote on Resolution 2025.02-02 created to correct the date of the primary 

election to May 6, 2025 on Resolution 2024.11-01 Concerning a County Levy for 

1.95 Mill for the Operating Expenses of the Programs, Services, and Facilities of 

the SCBDD which was approved/signed at the November 21, 2024 Board 

meeting. Murray made the motion to approve the resolution correcting the 

primary election date and it was seconded by Buckler-Callihan. The motion 

carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

   

B. Discuss/Vote on Resolution 2025.02-01 Regarding the Cash Conversion Plan for 

All Employees. This Resolution puts an annual plan in place so converted leave 

can be considered earnable income and approved by the Ohio Public Employees 

Retirement System. It was noted a Resolution was required each year for the plan 

to be effective. Gibson made the motion to approve the Resolution and it was 

seconded by Murray. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

  

C. Discuss/Vote on Vern Riffe School State Policies.  The Board received the 

Special Education Model – Policy and Procedures and the Operating Standards 
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electronically for review. It was noted the most recent state update of the 

Operating Standards was in 2022. Each school can write their own policy and 

submit to the state for approval. Guthrie stated the VRS version had not been 

updated since 2017, but was now revised with language that aligns with federal 

law. On a motion made by Adams and seconded by Peters, the Board approved 

rescinding the 2017 version and accepting the 2024 version as revised. The 

motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

  

D. Discuss/Vote on revised Policy 5.03 - Early Childhood Programs. The policy 

was updated to include one additional item “J” under Section II Early Childhood 

Services:  Funded primarily by local funds and funded by grants when available 

(i.e., Title XX, Department of Children and Youth, etc.) This policy was revised 

to specify how EI services are funded. Buckler-Callihan made the motion to 

approve the revised policy and it was seconded by Murray. The motion carried in 

a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

E. Discuss/Vote on VRS calendar changes as needed for calamity days. Purcell 

stated that due to the inclement weather, VRS had depleted all their calamity time. 

As there is a required number of hours of instruction, Purcell stated he wanted to 

develop a contingency plan (if needed) to use three calendar days currently 

scheduled as non-instructional/student days to make up for any mandatory hours, 

without exceeding the original last day of school for students.  Gibson made the 

motion authorizing Purcell to create the plan as needed and it was seconded by 

Adams. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

11. Other:  None 

 

12. Comments from the Floor:  Speakers are required to state their name and address for the 

record. Additional speaking rules are on the back of the public agenda.  There were no 

comments from the floor.  

 

13. Executive Session: In accordance with ORC 121.22 Public Meetings – Exceptions (G) 

(1), the Board entered into Executive Session to discuss the purchase of a property and a 

personnel matter at 5:40 PM on a motion made by Buckler-Callihan and seconded by 

Murray. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

14. Return to regular session and action taken:   The Board returned to regular session at 

5:45 P.M. Buckler-Callihan made the motion to approve a management contract for the 

Intake and Support Manager, and it was seconded by Murray.  The motion carried in a 

unanimous roll call vote.  

 

15. Adjournment:  On a motion by Peters and seconded by Gibson, the Board adjourned at 

5:46 P.M.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by:     Minutes Prepared by: 

Cindy Gibson, Recording Secretary    Carla Selby, Board Clerk 

 

___________________________ 
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