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Scioto County Developmental Disabilities 

 Special Meeting 

 For the Purpose of Conducting Organizational Business 

@ Carousel Center Conference Room 

Thursday, January 16, 2025 at 5:00 PM 

MINUTES 

 

Board Members Anthony Mantell and William Adams were sworn in by County Commissioner Scottie 

Powell for their second consecutive term of four years on the Scioto County Board of Developmental 

Disabilities. Thank you for your continued service and dedication.  

 

A moment of silence was offered for VRS student Kyleigh S. who passed away on 12/27/24. Her vibrant 

personality and sweet spirit will be missed by all the staff at SCDD, especially her teachers, aides, and 

her classmates and friends within the school. SCDD sends heartfelt condolences to her parents, family 

members, friends and everyone whose lives were touched by this special young lady.  

 

1. Prayer and Pledge:  Cindy Gibson offered the prayer and Jon Peters led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

2. Roll Call:  Present were President Michael Arnett, Vice President Anthony Mantell, Recording 

Secretary Cindy Gibson, Ellen Murray, Jon Peters, William Adams and Adrienne Buckler-

Callihan  

 

3. Agenda: No changes as presented 

 

4. Officer Elections:  Selection of President, Vice-President and Recording Secretary for 2025.  No 

new nominations were submitted. The Board was in agreeance by both representing officer and 

fellow Board members to keep the slate of officers as they stand. On a motion made by Gibson 

and seconded by Murray, the Board officers for 2025 will remain: 

 President – Michael Arnett 

 Vice President – Anthony Mantell 

 Recording Secretary – Cindy Gibson 

 The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

   

5. Organizational Business: 

A. Authorization of the Superintendent to enter into agreements related to grants, 

subsidies and collaborative arrangements with the Ohio Department of  Education, the 

Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities, Title VI-B, Title XX, other federal 

grants and subsidies, Ohio Department of Health, the Opportunities for Ohioans with 

Disabilities Department, the Carousel Center tenant contracts, the contracts with 

SOCOG for MUI and SSA Services, and MEORC for Payee Services, and other such 

activities and funding sources.  

It was noted these are revenue-producing, standard business operations, and any 

significant changes to the agreements would be brought before the Board for approval. 

On a motion made by Mantell and seconded by Peters, the Board authorized the 

Superintendent to enter into aforementioned agreements. The motion carried in a 

unanimous roll call vote. It is noted Adams and Buckler-Callihan both abstained from 

voting because of conflict of interest.  
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        B. Action regarding the regular Board meeting date, time and place for 2025.  

On a motion made by Buckler-Callihan and seconded by Adams, the Board agreed to 

keep the Board meeting date, time, and place at 5:00 p.m., every third Thursday of the 

month, at the Carousel Center. It was noted an exception would be made for the May 

meeting, and would be decided sometime prior to the meeting.  The motion carried in a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

C. Action regarding meetings being conducted in accordance with Ohio Revised Code 

Section 121.22 Public Meetings – Exceptions, which is part of Ohio’s “Sunshine 

Laws” and parliamentary procedure being based on ‘Robert’s Rules of Order.’ On a 

motion made by Gibson and seconded by Mantell, the Board agreed to operate under 

ORC Section 121.22 for 2025.  The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

  

D. Standing Committee discussion and appointments. On a motion made by Adams and 

seconded by Murray, the Board agreed the Standing Committee Members for 2025 would 

remain the same as the previous year. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote. 

Standing Committee Members for 2025 remain: 

  Finance/Personnel – Anthony Mantell, Chair & Jon Peters, Member 

Ethics Council – Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Chair & Cindy Gibson, Member 

Facilities – William Adams, Chair & Anthony Mantell and Ellen Murray, Members 

  *Board President attends all committee meetings as an ex-officio member 

 

E. Board Member Declarations - Law requires Board members complete a new 

Declaration when they are appointed or re-appointed; however, recommended best 

practice is for all Board members to complete a new Declaration each year to revise 

any information and ensure their qualifications are met to serve on the Board. In 

keeping with best practice, all Board members received and returned a Declaration for 

2025.  

 

F. Discuss Board Member In-Service Training Plan for 2025. Purcell stated the four hours 

of required trainings would follow Board meetings on light agenda days as much as 

possible, using a similar format as the previous year. The MUI training will be conducted 

in February or March with others to be announced.  

   

6. Adjournment: On a motion by Peters and seconded by Buckler-Callihan, the Board adjourned at 

5:10 P.M. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Cindy Gibson, Recording Secretary 

 

_________________________________ 

Signature 

 

 

 

Minutes Prepared by: 

Carla Selby, Board Clerk 
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Scioto County Developmental Disabilities Meeting  

Thursday, January 16, 2025 

To begin immediately after the Special Meeting (Organizational) adjourns 

Special Board Meeting 

For the Purpose of Conducting Regular Business 

MINUTES 

 

1. Roll Call: Present were President Michael Arnett, Vice President Anthony Mantell, Recording 

Secretary Cindy Gibson, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Ellen Murray, Jon Peters, and William 

Adams. 

 

2. Agenda:  No changes as presented 

 

3.  Minutes:  Discuss/Vote on Ethics Council and regular Board Minutes from 12/19/24 

 On a motion made by Peters and seconded by Mantell, both Minutes were approved collectively. 

The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.  

 

4.  Expenses and Fiscal Report:  Finance Director Steve Sowkulech reporting 

 Sowkulech reported the year-to-date beginning balance as of 12-31-24 was approximately $7.1 

million. Following expenses and revenue, the ending balance was $4,139,647.74.  It was noted 

the expenses included the recent building repairs. It was also noted March’s revenue would depict 

an increase as it would include the first property tax drop for 2025. Mantell made the motion to 

approve the oral and written report and it was seconded by Buckler-Callihan. The motion carried 

in a unanimous roll call vote.  

  

5.  Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Matt Purcell reporting. Purcell updated the Board 

with the following information: 

• A group actively taking action for the “Parents as Paid Caregivers” rule to be extended, 

has filed a mandamus questioning a provision regarding the authority of DoDD requiring 

that parents, once chosen as caregivers for their minor, school-age children, validate there 

are no other Providers available every four to six months. Scioto County and OACB 

agree that this provision is time-consuming and cumbersome with situations very 

unlikely to change in that time frame. Nothing official has happened with the provision 

yet but it looks as if it will be met with little to no resistance.  

• The 136th General Assembly has been set and will have bills beginning to be proposed in 

the coming weeks. The Board will be informed of the bills that will potentially impact us.  

• It has not yet been decided who will administer the SIS tool to individuals, although it is 

leaning towards staying in the County Board system rather than a regional or state level. 

Updates will be provided as they become available. 

• An updated procedure regarding calamity days is being adjusted and will reflect the 

capabilities of the 12-month staff to work remotely. This will ensure we can stay 

productive and maintain services to individuals regardless of inclement weather. VRS 

will continue to operate as all other schools in the County. The procedure is in process of 

being finalized.  

 

6.  Program Reports:  Arnett thanked the Directors for their efforts in providing the reports and 

keeping the Board informed with valuable insight on their Programs. There were no questions or 

comments.  

 

7. Committee Reports: Ethics Council, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Chair. There was no need for an 

Ethics meeting this month.   
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8. Old Business:  None 

 

9. New Business: 

A. Discuss/Vote on SOCOG Contracts for Management Services & HIPAA Business 

Associate Agreement. Purcell stated he recommended approval for the contract for 2025 

to maintain current services provided by SOCOG, including, but not limited to advocacy, 

SSA services, clerical staff, and MUI investigations. Peters made the motion to approve 

the contract and Business Associate Agreement and it was seconded by Murray. It was 

noted Adams abstained from voting because of conflict of interest. The motion carried in 

a unanimous roll call vote. 

 

B. Discuss/Vote on Resolution 2025.01-01 Non-Federal Share of Match Obligation 2025 

This mandatory resolution states the intent of the County Board to honor payment of a 

share of non-federal Medicaid for certain individuals.  Purcell stated an amount up to 

$2,000,000 of the SCBDD CY 2025 budget was allocated for the expense. Buckler-

Callihan made the motion to approve the Resolution and it was seconded by Mantell.  

The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote and the Board signed the Resolution. 

 

C. Discuss/Vote on annual budget: The Board received the budget for review. 

The budget was submitted to the Budget Commission in May, 2024 and was returned and 

approved by the Commissioners. SCDD is expected to operate within the budget but if 

there needs to be an increase, it would be presented to the Board for approval before 

going back to the Commissioners. Four funds; General, Capital, Residential Services and 

Trust, have monies that can be moved around within a line item as needed. It was noted 

funding from the 2020 levy is still being collected in its final year in 2025. Total 

expenditure request for 2025 is approximately $13.5 million.  Peters made the motion to 

approve the annual budget and it was seconded by Gibson. The motion carried in a 

unanimous roll call vote. 

 

D. Discuss/Vote on allocation of IDEA Part B Funds (Federal Awards) 

Purcell explained that through IDEA (Individual’s with Disabilities Education Act) Part 

B, funds are awarded to school districts to assist with education costs provided to 

students with disabilities. The recommended use of the awarded funding (approximately 

$33,000) is to put it towards teacher’s salaries to offset costs. This also serves as the 

SCDD’s formal method of accepting public comment regarding the intended use of these 

funds. Buckler-Callihan made a motion to accept the allocation of the award to go 

towards instructor’s salaries and Adams seconded. The motion carried in a unanimous 

roll call vote 

  

10. Other:  None 

 

11. Comments from the Floor:  Speakers are required to state their name and address for the record. 

Additional speaking rules are on the back of the public agenda. There were no comments from 

the floor. 

 

12. Adjournment:  On a motion made by Peters and seconded by Mantell, the Board adjourned at 

5:35 P.M.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 

Respectfully Submitted by:     Minutes Prepared by: 

Cindy Gibson, Recording Secretary    Carla Selby, Board Clerk  

___________________________________ 




