Scioto County Developmental Disabilities
Board Meeting
@ Carousel Center Conference Room
Thursday, March 20, 2025 at 5:00 PM
Minutes

The Board offered a moment of silence in remembrance of SCDD employee Aaron Borders,
who sadly passed away on February 28. Our deepest condolences go out to everyone grieving
this loss. Aaron made a meaningful impact at Scioto County Developmental Disabilities, not
only in the lives of those he supported but also through the relationships he built with his
colleagues. His kindness, dedication, and ability to connect with others left a lasting
impression, and he will be greatly missed.

The Board was introduced to new SSA, Tara Freeland. Tara has worked with SCDD in the
past in her role with “Help Me Grow”. Welcome to the SCDD family!

1.

Prayer & Pledge: Cindy Gibson offered the prayer and Jon Peters led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Roll Call: Present were President Michael Arnett, Vice President Anthony Mantell,
Recording Secretary Cindy Gibson, Ellen Murray, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, William
Adams and Jon Peters

Agenda: No changes as presented

Minutes: On a motion by Mantell and seconded by Murray, the Board approved the
Ethics Council Minutes and February Board Minutes, both conducted on February 20,
2025, collectively. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.

Expenses and Fiscal Report: Finance Director Steve Sowkulech reporting

Sowkulech reported the year-to-date fiscal summary as of 2/28/25 was approximately
$4.1 million. Following expenses and revenue, the ending balance was $1,900,839.25. It
was noted the first levy settlement of the year of roughly $2.1 million, would be reflected
on next months report. Adams made the motion to approve the written and oral report and
it was seconded by Buckler-Callihan. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.

Superintendent’s Report. Superintendent Matt Purcell reporting. The following items
were discussed:

A. Rescheduling the May Board meeting: Purcell reminded the Board during the
January Organizational meeting it was agreed that the May meeting date would be
rescheduled due to conflicts with some of the members. On a motion made by Adams and
seconded by Gibson, it was approved the meeting would be conducted on Thursday,

May 22. The motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.




B. Statewide Information: (1) The assessment tool, SIS - Service Intensity Scale is
on hold due to critical feedback received from the field. Two alternatives are currently
being considered by DoDD. Purcell stated he would keep the Board updated when more
information becomes available. (2) HB 28 which would eliminate “replacement levy” as
a choice of options on future ballots has passed the House and is moving on to the Senate.
As this could cause extreme decreases in funding to some counties, lobbyists, in
particular OACB, continue to advocate for County Boards. (3) Rules in reference to
waiting lists are still going through updates. The first phase began 11/1/24 and is related
to timelines regarding assessments. The second phase is meeting with some resistance as
it is regarding language that can make it difficult for individuals receiving waivers to get
them in a timely and effective manner. SCDD has offered feedback to the Association
about this update who met with the DoDD’s Director about this concern. Further
information will be discussed when made available.

C. The Board received a spreadsheet depicting County Board DD information
of mid-size (50,000 - 100,000 population) counties in OH, categorizing (1) number of
individuals served, (2) percentage of population enrolled (3) voted and effective mills, (4)
local levy revenue, (5) expenses, (6) cost per individual, (7) levy revenue per individual
and (8) FTE’s. It was noted Scioto County was the 35" largest county in Ohio, while
being the second poorest in household income and eighth poorest in median home value.
In comparing Scioto to the 22 other mid-size counties, Scioto is the fourth highest in
voted mils, but the 13" in effective millage (because of the reduction factor in the age of
the levy, it doesn’t generate the 7.05 mils; only about 1/3 is effectively generated).
SCDD holds the sixth largest budget, the eighth largest population, the fifth largest
number of individuals enrolled/being served, and 15" in the group of how much is spent
per individual by way of levy dollars. Purcell stated seeing and comparing these figures
to other like-sized County Boards, SCDD is acting appropriately in making
decisions/using levy revenue to benefit individuals. It was noted this spreadsheet was
shared with the Commissioners at the last meeting with them.

D. The Levy campaign is going very well. Purcell commended all volunteers
including staff and their families and Board members for the effort they have put forth. It
was noted signs were available for pickup at the Levy HQ.

E. The annual Hardwood Heroes game is set to kick off (doors open) at 5:00 P.M.
on Thursday, March 27 at SSU. This is a part of the DD Awareness Month slate of
events.

Program Reports: President Arnett thanked the Directors for their continued efforts in
supplying their program reports. It was noted Early Childhood had included several extra
informative documents with their report this month, including a very impressive
flowchart that the state had even asked permission to use.

Committee Reports: Ethics Council, Adrienne Buckler-Callihan, Chair. There was no
need for an Ethics Council meeting this month.

Old Business: None



10. New Business: Vote/Accept the DD Awareness Resolution for “DD Awareness Month”
as signed by the Scioto County Board of Commissioners on March 6, 2025. This year’s
theme is “Together We Can”. Purcell read the resolution to the Board members. Gibson
made the motion to approve/accept the resolution and it was seconded by Adams. The
motion carried in a unanimous roll call vote.

11. Other: None
12. Comments from the Floor: Speakers are required to state their name and address for the

record. Additional speaking rules are on the back of the public agenda. There were no
comments from the floor

13.  Adjournment: On a motion made by Peters and seconded by Mantell, the Board
adjourned by unanimous vote at 5:30 P.M.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Cindy Gibson
Recording Secretary

Signature

Minutes Prepared by:
Carla Selby
Board Clerk



